Summary of the Forest Department Annual Report of
the Ministry of Agriculture snd Natural Resources
for the year. 1981.
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Progress_in Fforest developunent continued at & high
rate during the year under review. ALl the targets set
for the year, the main of which wera the followlng were
achieved:

Protection of the forests, especially agalnst fires;
reforastation of burnt and obtiaer bare zreas; production of
timber, other forest products, seeds and seedlings; tending
of forest crops; manzgenent of forsstsy Torest education;
forest research; application of Forest Engingering with a
view to (a) maintain, improve and expand the forest roads,
forest telecommunications and forest buildings and (b) secure
new machinery and equipment and maintain the existing ones;
conservation of nature in forest arsas, establizhuent,
expansion and maintenance of picnic sites; provision of
emp Loyment to forast villagaers. :

In 1981 Nicosig Division was devided into two separate
Divigions (ie) the Wicosia Division and the Igrnaca Division.
Larnaca Division covers also the Fforegts found in ﬁhe‘free
part of FPemagusta District.

Expenditure.

With a view to achieve the above targats £1246,756.000
mils and £1,146,499.000 mils were approved 1in the Ordinary and
Development Bulgets respectivaly., The total amount spent out
of both Budgets was £2,193,794.000 mils.

Revenue. _

Apart from the indimrsct benefits of the forests, which
cammot be calculated in terms of money, an amount of
 £603%,47%4,000 mils was aollected by the Forest Departuent as
Tevenue in 1981: Ah additional amount of £l€3§51ﬁ.000 rilg
representing forest products‘pn credit is still to bs collected.

Foregt Protection,

As emphasised in the Annual Reports of recent years,
the protsction of existing forests against fires, aspacially
quring the prolonged dry and hot summems is the principal
concern of the Forest Service. The following prevaenbive and
fire Tighting measures.were taken apainst forest fires during
the year under review:-
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(i) A Tire Fieshbing Task Force consisting of 58 neubers
was in operation. Its meubaTs weTre gmployad on varlous
forest vperations al strategilc points in the foresth
being at the saue time on call at any time through radio
télephbné.

(ii) During ths gummgr nonths 10 Fire Look-Out Stotions,
Tound on varlous high peaks in the FQTPSU ware aaaned
on & 24-hour bagiz, in onder to detect and W*czpor"L forasat
firea.

(iii)‘About 0.93 kus of foresl roads wera cons shructed and
©9.00 kg were widened. In addition 7.%3% kms of vehicls
tracks and 45,72 lkas of extraction roads were consiructed,
wnich garve also as firae traces.

(iv) One water tanlk of 20,000 gallons at Asprous Llocality
(Adelphi-forest) was constructed during ths year under
review. Two hydrants at Locality "Kaloushi® and

f“OhrysOpateritiFs i (Pnphoh?orcaf) and ong qt USalttbas®
have been installed on pipes which pass~through the
forast and on waber tanks, to supply water in the event
of a fire to the Departmintal firc enginea. AnoL}cﬂ
hydrant installed atb m?lﬂ“hllLA Dam has algo been
repaired. - _ .

{(v) Daily mobile patrols in tbé férGS‘, but especially along

the deliuitation line, warning and advising viiiagéfs

and others not to start o fire, were carried out
through~out the summer monthg.

(vi) Lectures on the prevenbion and suppression of forest
fires were given to the National Guard, Tthe Police and

the public. Also extensive publicity was made through

the various mass wnedia. '

(vii) The machanisation which was initisted in 1978 with the
acqulsitvion of Ffire vehicles and fire punps for the
extinction of Forast flves, proved VGry‘successful
efficiant and encouraging. At pressnt the Depar%menﬁ
has at itz dlspossl for fire fighting. 6 fira engina
lorries and 43 fire punps |

(viii) Foau was used on a trial basis for the first s
against foregt firgs. The »er Ulba were veIy enoour1511~
and slallar trials are: therefore planred next year,

- Ingpite of the measures vaken in 4981, 2% forsst fires
brolkks out and burnt = forost arca of 15 heetares (145 dons)
comparad to an area of ahoul 97 hecltarsz (700 donums) burnt
in 1980, It's worth ncentioning vhat the year uader review
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wasg the best year il.e. with the asmallast area burnt since

records gre kept l.e. 1885, Ths above fires wers pul oub

soon after they started & this is the reason the area bummt

ig so limitod. ' | | '
Wost of the Ffires started ffom'private lands where

the owners unfortunately de not take all precautionary

measures and the néceséafy permnit to burn the stubbley

weeds or other material found in their fields near the forest.

The Forest Departuent takes all precautionary measures
against fires and tries its best to eliminate or reduce forest
fires to an absolute minimum, but this is not possible without
the co~operation and help of the goneral public, Hence our
efforts to enlighten the public and especially the forest
villagerﬂ and picnickers and prosecute the offenders continued
with 1nten51ty. )

Mobile’ pabrols in the furest but especially along the
delimitation line, warning and adv151ng‘vlllagcrs and ¢thers
not to start a fire, were carricd oubt throughout the summer

" months. -

The follJWing tables plve the bast 10 years as weldl ad,
tha worSu 10 years as regards forest area hurnt, during the
Last centuLJ. '

| TALI@ I, |
~ Forest Firgs Tor the Bast 10 Years as regards
Argg Burnt, Since 1885,

Year Humber of fires Area burnt | Rémarks

in State Forests| Hectares(Donuns)
1981 23 15 = (113) 18t best year
1950 35 26 = (193) ond  ~dor
1952 4 26 = (193) Zrd  =~dox
1965 40 38 = (282) Lth ~dox
1976 20 41 = (308) 5th  wdow
1939 38 |49 = .(368) | 6th ~do
1980 a3 197 = (725) 7th  ~do-
1972 6 99 = (745) 8th  ~do-
1951 57 : 104 = (755) 9th ~30-
1912 90 102 = .(760) - |10th  ~do-
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Foraat Pires For The Worst 10 Years
Az regards Area Durnit Since,1885.
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Yoo | Humber of fireg | Ares burnt Remarks
in Stats TForests ! Hectares (Donums)

1974 |- 42 25,897= (193,600) | st Worst. year
1956 126 7,58%= ( 56,686) ond  ~do-
1924 | 6% ) 5,618= ( 42,000) 3rd  ~do-
4890 | 40 4,4%= ( 33,000) ath  ~do-
1894 32 3,344= ( 25,000) | 5%th  r~do-
1964 65 2,706= ( 20,251) 6th  ~dox
1958 128 2,289= ("17,114) 7th  -dox
191G - 402 14338= ( 10,000) gth  —dox
1892 46 1,%38= ( 10,000) 9th  ~dow
1932 140 o1, 34= (9,825 | 10th -do-

U%ual proteciion measlres were balken against 1llicit grazing
and other offences which were rather linited.

An asroplane was usad for a second tiwg for tmial
apraying against the Prosessionsry caterpillar attacking pine,
using Baccillus thurigiensis, along tourist roads and popular
forssl areas. The mesulbs ware very encoursging, mortality
being practically 100%., . As with such blological control of
the pest no environumental pollution is caused, =zinilar
sprayings by aix are.planned foxr: the fubure.

Reforesgtiation.

The reforestation of the_buint areas of Paphos Forest
continued at a high speed. Ixrtensive reforestaticen was not
only carried out in tha bumt areas of Pgphos Forest, where
about two thirds of the year's reforestation budget wers
spent, but also in other bare arsas such as [akos Ancinos
(Adelphi forest) Listovounos (Liuqssol:forest), Fasouri,
Troodos, Stavrovowai, Pikardou, Rendi, Akamas, Macheras,

Sotira amd Ay. Varvara (near Ayia Naps), Xylophagou Torsst, X
Athalassa, Plpis, Misizcopos, ﬁdusamoutﬁi, Karydhes, Palio-
mandra, Lefkarides, Neroudhia, Mogali-Moutti, Tafi Oledhon,
Kofinarka, Lornaca Airport (B), Kekoskala and Ahnarlks., The

area reforembed was 10,935 donums (1463 ha) whereas an area

of 2,240 donums (299 ha) which was cultivated will be coupleted,



by sowing orx planting in 1982. The bLotal amount spent on .
reforestation was £349,8615.~ and it was less than that of
the previous year by £50,499.-

Y S LN s |
As it van bé seen from the above Figures although the

area reforested 1o noxmg than tho provieus year, yet the.amount
rpart jg lemg, This is dus Go the fact that more than half of the-

area reforcsted was cultivated in previous years wmainly in 1980,
Twernty two tractors were employed continuously fox

ground preparation three of phich were special ones (Menzi
Mucl) suitable for climbing and worling on steep slopes.

A big number of labourers were also employed for planting,
sowing and construction of small hand made gradoni. prall
catagtrips were alsc  constructed with the abovementioned
special tractors; these small cabastrips as well as the hand
nade gradoni were done where the use of bulldozers was
impossible or not indicated. '

The Schlich Memoiial Award for 1981, was bestowed to
the Cgprus Forest Department, through the Commonwealth
Forestry Association, in token of its excellent work being
done o make good the damage caused by wllitary disturbanees
in recent years; '

Torest FExpansion.

During 1981, the work of the newly established Hzpansion
C Division was continued. Thus an area of 100,19 hécﬁares

(749 donums) found at Aradippou, Goghi, Nisou, Pera~Chorion
and Pera Orinis was declared as Main State TForest. A% the
gsme time the procedure of bringing under forestry more

iands covering an approximatc area of 1859 ha (13,9C0 donums )
gspecially in the viecinity of Goshi, Pano and Kato Leflkara,
Lymbia, Alawbra, Mard, Dhali, Psevdas, Louroudjina, Oroklini,
Pyla, Pera Chorion, Kato Holtrafas and Kornos is ngarlng
completion. These areas are derelict and dry and will be

afforested as soon as possible for purporses inter alla
of recreation and amenity. '
Timber Production and Disposal.

Duning the year under review ﬁimbef'éxﬁractioh and-
supply Ho local woonWorking industries continued in a very
satizfactory way.

53,242 cu.m. R,0.B, of green timber were extractad
from various State forests and sold to the Cyprus Forgst '
Industries Co. Litd., and 4o private individuals, for the
production of constructional timbar, chipboard, box~ghooks atc.
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An amount of 5,351 n? R.0.5. 0of branchwood, delivered to
CoP.I. for parlticle board ig included in the shove figuwre.
The revenue of the Depariment from timber salss was about
5455,526.w In addition timber valued at £16%9,3 /L.~ was
sold to Gt Gvnrub Forest Industriss Co. Lhd., on crediu.

Durlnu 19u1 Lhe oneration of Platania bawwlll contlﬂucd
and 12 cu.i. of sawn timber were produced.  ALL timber was
used Departmentally for the congtruction and maintenancae of
Forest buildings.

- The Department ilssued 57 sawnill permits during 1981,
During the samng year the value of imported timber
- and tluber products amounted to £25,814,876,~ as agains®
£31,256,919,~ in 1980'1.6; a decrease of 7.8% was obsesrved

Silviculturg..

During the year widoer review, anong other silvicultural
treatments, attention was gilven to the watering of plants
especiallj in the plaing and nost of the funds were spent for
this purpose. An area of about 1235 hectares (9,232 donumg)
‘Was treated silviculbturally at a cosgt of £39,557.~

Segd production and collection was geod and adeguate
with available stoclks in meeting tho increased Departmental
needs and reguests Ffor export., A guantity of about 4,556.60
kgs of seed was collscted at a total cost of &14,581.~
A quantity of 79.25 ks was exported at 2 rsvenue of 1,199 400
‘mils '

The production of seedlings in the Departmental
nurseries was adeguate., 683,507 ssedlings werc raisged
coupared to 540,987 in 1980, the seedlings producc& in 1984
plus the stoclk of pravious yeamrs' production rgached 1,169,207.
Out of This number 264,057 waere ﬁséd Dgpartomentally, 216,942
ware ﬁold to the public or other Government Departurents and
47, 949 ware given fres of charge to schools, village
authcrlules and other organisations and institutions fox
planting on public or couwmanal lands.

Foregt Management.

A new Torest Inventory of Adeilphi, Macheras, Troodos
and Paphosg Mailn 3tate Forests for gstimation of Growing 3tocis,
Increnent and Yigld  was initiated S : : Thig
was one of the significant projects undertalken during the yeaw
undar reviaew. In 1981 preliminary worlk wat, carriaed oulb asg
follows:
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(i) . Working out various data with the Government computer
and selection of sultable mgthematical equationsfor
volune ggtimation of standlng trees,

(11) Cilassificagtion of tle produculvG Main State Poreats and
salection of the arcas to be 1&Ven$orlod.

(iii) Selsction of Inventory method, preparaulon OLarulCVaﬂu
study and detailed Inventory procedura.

(iv) Selaction and supply of indispensable instruments and
equipment to be used For Invenbory-worl. |

(v) Trgining of staff for proper collection of fleld data,

(vi) Selection of saﬂple plots to be cnumerated.
(vii) Organization of gangs for collection of Lleld data.

After the above preliminary worlk, the enumeraﬁion ox
sample plots, i.e. the main Inventory job, started in September.
By the end of 1981 the enuwmeration of Macheras and Troodos
fordsts was coipleted and work gtarted in Adeiphi forest.

250 permanent sanple plots out of 1150 which were selected
fOor enumeration were coupleted. It is estimated that by The
end of 1982 the new Inventory will be completad.

During 1981 1,300 hectares (9718 dons) of forest land
wera leasad for Agricultural and Animal huséagd:y pg:poses.
An amount of £8089,- has been collected during the year under
roview and £6,105.~ will be collected in January 1982.

23 prospecting permits, 10 gquarry licences and 2 nininsg
licences wers issued or wmenaswed in mhabe Porosts.
Forggt Rducation, V

The Cyprus Forastry College completad im 1981 ats 30th
Academie year, Seven Oypriot students, five from Tanzania,
2 from Sudan and ons from Boltswana obtalnud their diploma.
The 31st Academic year began on the ond Oobobcr, 1981 with
a complemegnt of 37 students out of whom 25 were Cypriols and

¢

6 from other countries.

A generous donation was made during the year under
review by the British Council of 45 valuable books costing
£636, for enrvichment of the Collage librafy.

During 1981 a forestry course was organised for a fortnight

for German experts serving in Syria and Jordgn and their
counterparts, The course congisted mainly of field domonstratims
and 8 persons participated in all; AlL expenses were pald by

the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany.

During thce year under review one forester (University
graduate) who was a scholar under British Technical Aid

L ovdil



raturned to Cyprus having coupleted his post graduate studias
in the United Iingdowm, '

Other officers participated alt various international
GConferences, Seminars etic.

Torest Rescarch.

Forest Rgsegarch and Publicity were continued on the
saite Lines as in'past,years and intengified, against an
expanditure of 55,982.F

fnalytically Reseawch deslt with probleus of enriching
the Cyprus flora through introduction snd trial of gxotics,
forest genctics for production of good quality segd through
the egtablishment of Seed Urchards, Tree Banks and Arboreta,
and, foregt protection agalnst insects and fungl. Torost
Bee-keeplng was continued during the ysar under Teview with
very satlsfactory results against an expenditure of &13%25.
By the end of Septomber 1981, Toragt Beeékeeping was handad
over to the Ministry of Agriculturs and Nabural Resources and
s0 thyme-honey was not collected by the TForest Department. .

Only the orangeéhoney was collgeted with a revenue of &1370,-

8. Foregt Enginecring,
(i) Porest Roads.

The construction of new forest roads and Zmproveument of
exlgting onezy consgtitutes an iuportant aspect of the work of
the Dopartment, as roads serve on the ong hand forest protoction,
tanding and exploltation and on the other hand bourisn and
communication baotween forest villagas. '

During the year under raeview the followling work wag carried
out’ by the Forest Department :- ‘ ' . i -
(a) 0.9% km of forest road at a cosgt of £3,987.-

(b) 7.3% km of Vehicle tracks at a cost of £15,310,~-

(¢) 45,72 km of extraction roads at a cost of £105,442,~"
(4) 3.30 ki of road widening at a cosh of £3,999.-

(e) Congtruction of a Dridge at Mylos~Harberouni forest

road for restoration of a nearby destroyed lrrigation
systen at a cost of L1000, -~

In addiﬁioh ths Eepaftment undaertoolk the following worlk
-onn behaglf of ths Cyprus Telecomaunication ﬁuthority:é
{a) Construction of five culverts along laechora~ilionia

forast road at e cost of E1749 ¢ -

e
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(b) Wideniﬁg'of 5,70 kms of the seme read frow 14 Go 24L£6,
at a coslt of £62,863.~ on behallf of CYTA. '
The British Bases constructed for the Forest De)artmwnt
free of charge % kms of Forest Road from Kakomallis To
Dierona~alkrounda ioad value at about £8,000,
Tn addition 1323 kms of roads, 593 kms of vehicle
traclks, and 369 kmé'of awbraction roads, wers Malnualned at
o cost of 243,138, '

The tohal mileage of forest roads by the end of 1981,
was 1327 kms of forest roads, 600 kms of vehicle tracks and
415 kms of extraction roads.

(ii) Forest Tglscommunications.

Tha:Foreét’Deparﬁmert maintaing a well-organised
te lgcommunication nebworlk for proper forsst protection and
wmanagement, An auount of #18,888.~ was spent for its ﬂalﬂﬁcﬂuﬁCp
and an smount of £7,400,- was spent for its oxtension and
jmprovenent. The telecommunication systen in the free part
of Cyprus by the end of 1981 consisted oI the Following:-
(a) 410 kus of telephone lines
(b) 384 tslephone ingbruinents
(c) 9 teléphone switch~boards
(1) 6 V,HF. radic links (12'sots)
(o) 4 V.H. T, comtrol Dvations:
(£) 44% mobile Tadio telephones
(g) 116 poxtable radiptelephones
(h) 7 loud speakers'(fixed on vehiclas)
(i) 7 loud hailers (portable)

(iii) Porgst Buildings.

Duflng ths year under review a wooden Tire Look Out
Station was consiructed on Kolladjia peak (Paphos Torest)
at a cost of &£4,628.~ Llupr ovemenbs to various forest statlions

were also ﬂarrlnd oub at a cost of £10,562,- EFguipment fop
variong Forsst Stations was purchased au a cost of £1,877 =
Convgrsion of a building sl Fasourl to be used as a dwelling
house for forest officlals was carricd out at a cost of
£3%,150.~ In January 19671 tha OLLlCLS of the ﬂlVlslonal
Forest Officer Nicosla weTc tanDLC“red to his newly built
Headquarters at Athalassa Fomast.

(iv) Machinery and Plant,

During.1981 the number of machinery was increased vilth
tho donation of two Menzmirifuclk special tractorgvalued at
&%, 752.~ by the Federal Republic of Germany. During 1984
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minor machinery and squipment of a value of £2867.- was
purchased. For the running end Maintenance of all Machinery
and Vehicles (including fusl and lubricants Dut excluding
the wages of drivers) an amount of £254,476.- was spent.

Nature Congervation and Forest Recreation.

The Department of Forests during 1981 centributed greavty
towards the effort undertzken by the Ministry of Agriculturc
and Natural Resourceg for Nagbure Conservation,, through various
gctivities, the main oncs being the following:-

() The Department intcnsified its efforts through the
organisation of lecturss, voluntary work, ceremonlcs

and spepehestlmough radio and T.V,. for expansion of

tres planting and vrotection of Nabure. The offsctive

protection of the Cyprus moufflon (ovis gmuon Cyprius)

conbinued and ths animal ig now on the incrcase.

(b) The pair of fallow desr (Dama-dama), introduced by this
Depertuent last year, which aré gtill kept in captivity
at Platania Foreast Station, have not unforturately so
far given birth to any young ones. Thsy attract a lov

~of interest by ths Cypzus public.

(¢) An amount of £9,916.- was spent for the luprdvement and/or
extension of the picnic places at Xerargaka, Platania,
Pashia~Iivadhi, lesapovamos, Trooditigsa, Kambin tou
Kaloyirou, Dashoudhi, {ionia, Mandra tou Eambiou, Kormnos
and Pareklishoudhi. In addition to this amount £7,925.~-
wags gpent for the maintenance of Mandra tou Kgublou,
Atavros tis Psokas, Ayia, Trooditissa, Cedar Vallsy,
Marathos, Plabania and Lerololymbos plenic Places.

The Forsst Dapartment cstablished®Wature Traill along
an existing path situabedaround Mount Olympus. Tha
trial starts frow Troodes Post Office; it has a langth
of 9.6 lm and cnds at Chromio., The cost which was
£2,481 was defrayed by the Uyprus Tourist Organisation.

(d) Ayia Napa Improvement Board have an amount of £23,700,~
to the Forest Dspartment for cstablighment of a camping
site in the Comaunal Forest of thalt villugs which 1s
found near the seashowre. The whole worlk was undertakon
by the Forest Department, and part of tho camping site
will be pub into opecration in the coming summer,

Provision of employment to the inhabitents of forsslt villages.

With the socio~geonomic policy of the Government, which
1ls axpresscd also through the Deparitwsnt of Forests, crploynant
wag provided to the inhabitants of forest villages. The Hotal
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employment offerad to hoth casual and regularemployees was
580,000 working hours against an expenditure of 575,243, ~
Beasides the labourers employed directly by ths Forest
Departvment, an additional number of woodcutters was also
sglf~employaed through tenders or otherwise in Tglling and

transport of raw-material from the forests to various forest

industries.
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